
 Alexander Hamilton High School 
Summer Reading List:  

Students Entering Grade 11 
 

 

 
 
In an effort to foster an appreciation of reading and adhere to the Common Core Standards, the 
English department requires each student to complete a yearly summer-reading project. In addition to 
at least ONE of your own independent reading selections, please choose ONE work of literature 
from the appropriate grade-level list below. We strongly encourage you to choose a book that you 
would like to discuss with a friend or a group as you read. When you return in September, you will be 
asked to complete a project on your chosen reading selections, so please take notes to be prepared.  
 
The Bluest Eye 
By Toni Morrison  
In this modern classic, Eleven-year-old African American Pecola Breedlove prays for her eyes to turn blue so she will be 
beautiful, so her world will be different.  
 
The Namesake 
By Jumpha Lahiri  
A young man born of Indian parents in America struggles with issues of identity from his teens to his thirties. 
 
Sarah’s Key 
By Tatiana De Rosnay  
Paris, July 1942: Sarah is taken with her parents by the French police in the middle of the night. Desperate to protect her 
younger brother, she locks him in a bedroom cupboard and promises to come back for him as soon as they are released.  
 
Maus I-II (Please read both I-II)  
By Art Spiegelman 
Told with chilling realism in an unusual comic-book format, this is more than a tale of surviving the Holocaust. It relates 
the effect of those events on the survivors' later years and upon the lives of the following generation. 
 
Dracula 
By Bram Stoker  
The “original” vampire story, this series of journals chronicles a young Englishman who travels to Transylvania to do 
business with a client, Count Dracula.  
 
We Beat the Street 
By Drs. Davis, Jenkins, and Hunt  
This book chronicles three young doctors as they transition from the tough streets of Newark, New Jersey to college and 
into their medical careers.  



 
The Scarlet Letter 
By Nathaniel Hawthorne  
In Puritan Boston, Hester is shunned after giving birth to an illegitimate daughter. Her story exposes guilt, revenge, and 
suffering in a seventeenth century town. 
 
The Help  
By Kathryn Stockett  
A young woman in early 1960s writes about the mistreatment, abuse and heartbreak of the black maids that every family 
has working for them in her community in Mississippi during the pre-Civil Rights era.  
 
A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius 
By Dave Eggers  
This is the moving and funny true story of a college senior who, in the space of five weeks, loses both of his parents to 
cancer and inherits his eight-year-old brother who he must now raise.  
 
Witch-Hunt: Mysteries of the Salem Witch Trials  
By Marc Aronson 
Witches or mass hysteria? Here is the true story about what happened during the infamous Salem witch trials of 1692.  
 
What Color is Your Parachute for Teens: Discovering Yourself, Defining Your Future 
By Richard N. Bolles  
This teen version of the famous career guide teaches high school and college students to zero in on their favorite skills and 
apply that knowledge to finding their perfect college major or job. 
 
How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of Globalization 
By Franklin Foer 
Soccer is much more than a game, or even a way of life. It is a perfect window into the cross-currents of today's world, with 
all its joys and its sorrows. 
 
Life of Pi 
By Yann Martel 
After the sinking of a cargo ship, the only survivors are a sixteen-year-old boy, a hyena, a wounded zebra, an orangutan, 
and a Bengal tiger. 
 
Life As We Knew It 
By Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when a meteor knocks the moon closer to the earth.  How should her 
family prepare for the future? 
 
Looking for Alaska 
By John Green 
A novel about making friends, your first drink, pranks, girls, and growing up. 
 
 

All lists can be located on the Alexander Hamilton High School 
library page of our district website. 
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